Bearsden & Milngavie Youth Orchestra

Annual General Meeting.

1 October 2009.

1. Chairman’s Introduction.

Ramsay Shields welcomed everyone present. He reported that the Orchestra had again had a successful year and continued to grow. Performances over the year had included Mugdock (Wind Ensemble and Concert Orchestra in Junve; Symphony Orchestra in September).

He noted the development of the Wind Ensemble and, in particular, welcomed their new conductor, Michelle McCabe.

He thanked the Committee for its continued hard work over the last year. Five parents were stepping down from the Committee: Careen Hendry; Julia Ann McDonagh; Catherine McKerron; Lorna Laming; and Vanessa Fletcher. Ramsay thanked all of them for their contribution to BMYO over their time on the Committee. He also indicated his own intention to stand down as Committee Chair.

2. Treasurer’s Report.

Kate Crooks gave an overview of the current position of BMYO. She outlined the activities of the previous year – concerts at Mugdock, including a summer picnic and barbeque in September; the Symphony Orchestra’s participation in the NAYO Music Festival and the RSAMD. Membership stood at approximately 160 at the start of this session.

Kate presented the audited accounts for this year (see attached).

Receipts for 2008-09 were £9,341. Receipts for 2007-08 were £5813. This was due to an increased subscription and the proceeds of two successful raffles at the Christmas and Easter concerts. We had also reclaimed just over £1000 in Gift Aid from subscriptions.

However, expenditure also increased due in particular to three items. First, the increased cost of hall accommodation at the new Douglas Academy, particularly as we have a fourth orchestral group requiring practice space. Second, we have another conductor and assistant to pay for (for the Wind Ensemble). 

Thus, the surplus for year 2008-09 stood at £986. 

We currently have an accumulated surplus of £2738. However, this may reduce due to the above financial pressures.

Kate also reported on plans to take the Symphony Orchestra to Gartmore for a residential weekend in September 2010. We are currently seeking external grant funding to cover this, e.g. from East Dunbartonshire Council and charities, but some of the costs may have to be underwritten by BMYO.

3. Election of new Committee members.

As reported, five members of the Committee stood down. In their place, the following volunteered to join the Committee – our thanks to all of them.

Louise Franklin.

Alyson Harland.

Roslyn Lindsay.

Marion Murphy.

Peter Smith.

A number of other parents also left their details and were willing to be contacted when other help is required e.g. at concerts. Ramsay thanked them for their contribution to BMYO.

4. Election of new posts on the Committee.

Several posts were now vacant on the Committee, including Chair, Secretary, Parent Duty Rota person. Additional roles, which were suggested as necessary, included a named Child Protection Officer. Although there previously been a position of Vice-Chair, this was felt to be unnecessary, if there was a better defined secretarial role.

The following were nominated and seconded:

Chair: Ian Allan.

Secretary: Kate O’Donnell

Roslyn Lindsay volunteered to take on the role of Child Protection Officer.

Our thanks to all of them.

There being no further business, Ramsay Shields thanked everyone for taking the time to attend and closed the meeting.

